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Queſt. \ x 7A T apple or fruit was it that Adam ate in ip, 
. Cent Paradiſe, and thereby brought ſin and death ther 
upon him and all his 2 . 

A. It is uncertain, for the holy ſcriptures mention it not ; | © 
2nd authors vary in their opinion; fome ſay it was a Perfian 4 
apple growing where Paradiſe was ſituated ; others imagine be 
it was a golden apple a cherry, or a pear z but the ancient | ihe 
Romans believe it was a muſk apple. = 
. What may be the reaſon why the devil ſhould aſſume . « 
the ſhape of a ſerpent above all other creatures, and that out I fou 
of the putrefal.on of man's body worms are produced? 4 

A. Melagthon fays, From man being deluded by the ſer- 9 
pent in Paradiſe, the devil delighted in that ſhape, and out of les 
man's corruption and filth. of his fin, worms and ſerpents do | ( 
fpring ,- for man being prono 0 fin from the putrefaction of | , . « 
his body, ſuch creatures are engendered, as 2 mark of our | bit 

_ » _ eriginal (in. 8 | pO 

= , What account doth the ancients give of Babel? 

| A. R was the mil famous ſtructure after Noah's flood : | W? 

Nimrod perſuaded u e people to build a large and high | W 

 *, edifice, to reſiſt the fury of a ſecond deluge. They built TI 

„tis tower, 5464 paces from the ground; the going up was for 
windig and broad, there being not only room for hories and ab 

darts, but lodging for men and beaſts, with graſs and corn 25 
\”* "elds 3 and wonderful it was to confider, that but eight per- hit 
- * "fons came out of Noah's ark, yet this building was carried mn. 

on by 50, ooo men, the foundation being nine miles round: | ,. 
; 2 but God confuſed their tongues, and put a ſtop to their work, — 

| e being able to underſtand one another, as expreſt by | 2 
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Bring me, 17 one, a trowel quickly, quick | - 
_— One rings im up a hammer; hew this brick, t 
73 Another bids; and then they cleave a tree; 
fake faſt tts rope, and then they let it flee ; en 
©, - One calls for planks, another mortar lacksk l 
They bring the firſt a ſtone, the laſt an a. |} © 
One would haye nails, and him a fpade they qe, 1 - 
>.” another afks a ſaw, and gets a ſieve! | 7 
bus croſs'd they call, and rail in vain, 3 
What one hath made, another N 8 55 
This made them leave their work, and like mad fools, H 
_- Scatter their (tuff, and tumble down their tools. h 
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deſtroys more than the ſword. 1 
. What day was that, the like was never | 
| -A. When Joſhua prayed in the midſt of the 520 | 
che ſun ſtood Itill, and haſtened not to go down: Eons 
2 24 bours long, whereas aguirally 1 it was Tut 14 or 

15 hours. 
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mel Q. What part ofthe earth was that which was ben od. 
out I four times of mankind ? 85 * 
A The bottom of the river Jordan divided by God — * 
er. over by Moſes and the children-of Iſrael; feenafter by Mi 
© of | ſes. Joſhua, Elijah and F.liſha, -* | i 
do! Q. What do the hifforians fay of Solomon's temple? n he ; 
of | A. Fhe temple was built on a rocky foundation, 2 | 8 
dur bits oy, — ec forty 3 . 9 — the — 
ported by Iitately pillars 25 cubits matbley bs 
of cedar. The porches 3 2- cubits broad; The coprts. paved © 
4: | with all ſorts of ftene ke fine Jattices, al gl deg wer. > 
gh | with = of gold. The Holy of Holes w hah wy 
Nile | The fineſt gate 20 cubits high, and had 20 39 5 
vas | fore parts were gilded, and within covyered- with — gold 
nd about the wall was a golden vine, the cluſters like papers A, 
orn ng each cluſter ſix feet long. it had golden gates and 
er- 28 with gold, and had ile fabrick covered wich 
A maly gol dops were ſet with rads of gold ſharp like ſpikes, it. | 
«4 birds ſhould fit thereon and AN og Thetemple was fir{t | = 
by | bailt by King Solomon, and afterwards 3 by Siſback y 
King of Egypt and others; but, laſtly by Nebuchadnezzas, F 
who laid this city and temple even to the ground. Vet alter” 
=; rebuilt by Herod the great: but about forty years after 
the death of our Saviour, the ſins of the ay dome 0 f 
their height, it was deſtroyed by Tit efpal ab, Y 
emperor of Rome. 
Q. What were the dreadful gn and wonders which fs, 
{4 | told 3 of ——— 8 eel 
e year before the Romans came. 2 bri ar appear- 
ed over the te wple, as if a man had bolg: many diawn pre” 
in his hand, and the temple was-as- lightas,at goonday, fev-.- 
£m together. A heifer being, kadekeddown for farri- . - 
forth a lamb. A mans * wasvicen in tie 
2p of Nollen looking very eatnelify.. Four Satis with x 
DRE: were ſeen fighting 1 in the air, © Irthexemple the 
g 4-rrible: voice, ſaying, ** Come e n go o © 
3 ee, let vs haſten from bence,” But woe 2 . 
ee till Gan deſfrudtion ell mem. 
AQ: What. country is logged upon . . | dee 
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%% HISTORICAL CATECHISM, 
7. The land about Sodom and Gomorrah z which were 
bwlt- on a fruitful foil, a ſecond paradiſe, but they 
* | reatly, for which God rained down brimſtone and 
b . rd eaven, which deſtroyed their land, leaving not 
die upon another, nor any witneſs of their former 
| 1 Tie gr or glory, but a poifonous fmeli of fire and brim- 


K | 


me ; which, by its vapours itifles the birds that fly over 
hs itinking lake, that t wy fall down dead, and the fiſh that 
carried into it out of the river Jordan, ate choaked with 
. Inſtead of pulpy vine, there are now fome apples of a 
28, — appearance, but within are quite full of ſulphurous 
8 
Q. What became cf the Jewiſh nation, after that wicked 
act of. crucifyibg the Lord. b 
A. Gods judgements according their deſerts, ** our 
Saviour's prophecy overtook them; for the Romans with a 
great army beſieged, plundered, and burnt the city and tem- 
ple. There periſhed by famine, fire, ſword and quarrels, 
110,000 people; the ſiege beginning at the time of the paſ- 
2 r, in a manner when al! the Jews in Paleſtine were en- 
-+% -. cloſed in that city, fo that there were in it more ſtrangers 
tan inhabitants. The paſſover that was firlt inſtuuted by 
God in mercy, to fave the Iſraelites from death in Egypt, 
Was go uſed by kim in juſtice to haſten their deſtruction, 
nac coofured them in the fire of his anger. And thoſe that 
+ eſcaped became a ſcattered nation over the whole earth, 


o 


pat became of the remainder. 
K. Belides theſe that were flain, 97,000 were taken cap- 
tives, and they who had bought our Saviour's blood off Ju- 
das for 30 pieces of ſilver. were themſelves fold for thirty a 
'£ penny. The Chriſtians that were ia the city being fot warn · 
EE... of Saviour's predictions, and many other prodigies, 
2 *Tedeberines out of Jeruſalem to Pella, a town Ron lor: 
aan, Which-ſerved inſtead of a little Zoar, to faye them from 
© ' "immanent deftruftion. f | 

>. n dete ever any attempt made to rebuild the tem- 

e 


91755 
% , eruſalem ? 


A. Yes: Julian the apoſtate, emperor of Rome, reſolved 

do build it — to Chrilt'wprophecy, That one ſtone 
would ores t upon another, but when the workmen were 

* ay e foundation, a dreadful} earthquake happened, ſa 
a work and the workmes were deſtroyed. 


* i | 
Wg What did they diſcover at the laying the foundation? 
80 FP There was a fone that flipt OM its place, and gif | 
Fc deted the mouth of a cave, wherein was found à book ve | 


f 

ry {telly wrapt in linen cloth, which the Jews and Greeians- || * 
ed, and thetein found written, IN 'T H E' BE G:ÞNe- 
WASLIIEE VV ORD, ANDES 
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re WORD WAS GOD. Which contrine all hg | 
ey pe] that St. John had declared... N 
nay Q. What account does. foſephns. give of our Shs 24 
wot A. That Jeſus was a wiſe man, ſhewed wobders « with 
er taught the truth to them that followed hun“ 1 
m- . What miracles happened at the birth of Gig 9 
yer A; At bis birth the temple of Rome dedicated tau 
nat then goddeſs, fel to the ground. Whew it was feet: * 
th the Romans enquired of their orac'e Apollo; hu longs 
f a ſhould ſtand? Who arſwered. TIL UA VIA $ 0.08 
"us BRING FORTH A Son: which made them think it wan 
{tand for ever. St. Jerom ſays, When the Virgin Mary © 
ed with her Son to Egypt, all the images of: their gods tell do 
and oracles and..deviis ceaſed. 8 
Dur Q. What is further related of the deatly of r 
h a what we ſind in the holy Scriptures 
m- A. In the goth year of our bl ug Saviour's Life, he Wt 
Is, crucified by the wicked jews, which produged- rrodighl a 
al» | effects, atteſted as well by. Heathens. as Cin tians As ir 11 
en- death there was a great darkneſt in the day-yme, ram π] 
ers o'clock, at whick time our Saviour gave up the Ghoſt, till 
by and yet there was no eclipſe of the fon,” it being then full 
pt, moon : fo that it was only by the power of God wh! 
on, pri ved the fun of its light for that ſpace- of time. And DA 
bat onilius being that day at Athens, and knowing by the courſe 


of the heavens, that this eclipſe muſt be unnatural. cried: out, F 
1 Either the world is at an end, or tee God of Nature f. 


Jo « fers!” And the wiſe men at Athens being aſtoniſhed av 
fu- this prodigy, ordered an altar to be built, and dedwated 
Y 4 to the unknown God, for which St. Paul reproved them; des: 
Ne caring that Jeſus Chriſt the Redeemer of thè world, wks 
es, fuffered death by the Jews, was the unknown God p. whe 
br by he converted many to the Chriſtian faicli. | 
om Q. Is there not another relation of this ? ; <p Me.” 3 
A. Yes, Plutarch publiſhed the following account Thar: 
m- his fa: . coming 2 ſea, towards Italy, and coating 3 1 
the iſland Paraxis, when all the ſhip's crew were at reit, tax 
ed heard a dreadul voice from that iſland, calling to Alaman hd 
NE was. pilot ot die ſhip, and an Egyptian born; _ voice wallet 6 
ere heard twice, yet none had che courage to anſwer, ull ati wh F 
ta | third call, Alaman ty Who calls? M hat would 50% 5 | 
| The voice then ſpoke louder, and faid, * When: you hals 
1? }.-, © near the guiph of Legona, I. charge you ta cry a 2 
. make them to underſtand, that the great god Lan itt 1 
ve 2 e ſhip'” compaby were aſtoniſhed "thereat, bur LY 
ans on. 


ſhould take no notice of the voice, bug 
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® known unto you that the great god Pan is dead.” He had 5 
no weer faid this, but the air echoed with mourpful cries, | 
which ſurpriſed thoſe in the flip. But having afterwards a 
1 ale to Rome, told the emperor. T he ſame au- 

mor owns, that about this time, not only tl oracles of Egypt 
# ated, but throughout the whole world, for which he copld 
ve no reaſon, but that Satan did plainly confeſs himſelf to 
overthrown by the death of Chiift, and could never again 
Pore an anſwer. | 
EQ. What accbunt did the Romans give of Chriſt ? 

k i A, In che teige of Tiberius Cæſar, Lentullus the Roman 

LE Goyerror of Judea, wrote the following letter. 
| VY * There appeared in theſe days, a man of great virtue, 

FP" e:llcd jeſus Chriſt, who is yet living amorg us, and by 
ie peeple is called a prophet but Ins diſciples call him 
Pete SON of GOD. Hr raſeth the dead, and cureth all 
> **manrer of diteaſes, a man of flature, ſomewhat tall and 
© Þ cemety, with a reverend countcrance, ſuch as the behold- 
© ers way both fear and love, His air is of the colour of 
a chelgut I ripe, u plain down almoſt to his ears, but 
8 * from hence h nwards ſomew bat curled, but more. onent 
e colours waving about his ſhouldezs. In the midſt of 
his head hoeth a Hem of Ins hair, like the Nazarens: His 
ace beautified with a comely ted; his mouth and noſe ſo 
ed, that nothing can be reprehecded. His beard 
chick, ibe colour of the hair of his head, His eyes grey, 
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the ſons of men.“ Ks IE 
2. Is chere xm Wonge ciation obgn apparition that hap« 
1 © pcned 3 b? ES 17 
. Mr. Noch des in his hiſtory of the Turks, affirms as a 
#1 ” 2 certain umb, that id 1620. a ſurpriſing viſion was ſeen at 
2 cd r Mabomet lies buried, which con- 
eas days t ifying the whole country. . September 29. 
inet ver ga gr ounetmupelt of wind, rain and thunder hap»: _ - 
rod abs. wn tmprt, bot whew the ſky became 
Ireen een Aebi, Coarafters, hefe uses, 
een ! vitt pidyoubtyoe in hoes: and b., e, U 20> 
ee 10 he rnit eee 5 Wome 12 Wilts, leurnng » 
he: cole brie naubibe ln, Wag a cheatiut counter. + 
. retten hage, over again her wert ſeen 
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HISTORICAL CATECHISIGS 
ſtation, only openi z the hook, at which he arctis 
and ny np ny ro about Mahomets tomb went 

8 for when the viſion vaniſhed, an out befüre uae 

| murmuring wind was heard, to which-chey-impat 


ng of the lamps. nne 
8 Is there not a remarkable ſtory of th great 
the Eaſt Indies? r r 
A. Ves, it happened ſ une years befqre ddt Thomtes 
was ambaſſador for king James the fili at his court, thr 
juggler of Bengal brought an ape before the Mogul that di 
many ſtrange feats: The King, to try his ſkkill, plucked 4 
ring off his finger, and gave it to one of his boys td hide 
which he preſently diſcovered: At laſt this N — 
* — 


came into his head, there are many diſpates, ſays 2 
cerning the 1 e Prophet that ſhould came? into the word 
We are for Mahomet, the Perſjans magnify Mettis Ay; 
the Hindoes or Heathens extol Braman, Raman and others 
the [ews are for Mofes, and the Chriſtians for Chrilt, addi 
ſeveral others, to the number of twelve, whoſe namen 
auſed to be written on twelve ſcrolls and put in a bafon 
is done; the ay puts in his paw among tem and palls 
out the name of Chriit. He then cauſed the names” to 
written a ſecond time on other ſerolls, and the ape ava! 
plucked out the name of Chriſt as before. U non this one o 
the Mogul's favourites ſaid it was an impoſture of the Chrif 
tians, and deſired a third trial, with only eleven names, res 
ſerving that of Chriit s in his hand. The ape fearobing a 
before, pulled out his empty paw-: wherenpon the Mage 
was told, that paſſibly the thing he laoke.Þ for Was not thers;\ 
the ape was bid to ſearch for it, ho bringing thoſe eleven 
names one after another, ia ſeeming indignation, 5, hero 


all ro pieces; and caicliing the favourite by the hand, where 
the name of Chiriſt 4s concealed, opened and held it up tu 
the Mogul without tearing the fame. Upon which the Mos 
ul gave his keeper a penſion, ealling him the Divine Ape. 
che truth whereof, ſaith Mir. Terry, captain to Sir hom 
Rowe, is confirmed by ſeveral perſons of different igiom, 
Q. What were theie women caile ! Sybils. who prapte- 
ſied of our bleſſed Lord, ſome hundreds af year te 1-15 
was born ? 3 3 
A. They were reckoned to be twelve in numbeg and to 
the ſpirit of prophecy, and uttered. many ſpesches c. 
ing Chriit, very agreeable to thoſe of the ſewim pidghe'et 
or rather in more, plain terms than they, tko the Heath 
eto whom they were ſpoken underſtood them not. Yea; th 
are” thought of great importance for confrrmzag the truth 
the Chriſtian religion, and they were often adduced dyn 
-—> faihers of the primitive church, ag ünſt ne enemies ot ties 
Kaub of Jeſuz, And Conſtantiae rue ti Uaiitianzew 8s 
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